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Sir Thomas W. Arnold, a well-known 
and highly respected orintalist, at 
one time Professor of Arabic in the 
University of London, made a 
thorough research into this 
question and in his outstanding 
work , ���� ����	�
��� �� ������� first 
published in 1896, established 
beyond any doubt that the sword 
had nothing to do with the spread 
of Islam.

De L.O’Leary has affirmed æHistory 
makes it clear, however, that the 
legend of fanatical Muslims 
sweeping through the world and 
forcing Islam at the point of the 
sword upon conquered races is one 
of the most absurd myths that 
historians have ever repeated.” 
(�����������������������p.8):

Frithjof Sohuon has observed 
Another reproach often leveled at 
him [Muhammad] is that of cruelty; 
but it is rather sternness that 
should be spoken of here, and it 
was directed, not at enemies as 
such, but only at traitors, whatever 
their origin---in the decisive phase 
of his earth mission, at the time of 
the taking of Mecca the messenger 
of Allah showed a superhuman 
gentleness in fact of a unanimous 
feeling to the contrary in his 
victorious army.” (����������
���
������p.89):
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æIf the object of religion be the 
inculcation of morals, the 
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diminution of evil, the promotion of 
human happiness, the expansion of 
the human intellect, if the 
performance of good works will 
avail in the great day when 
mankind shall be summoned to its 
final reckoning, it is neither 
irrevelent nor unreasonable to 
admit that Muhammad was indeed 
an Apostle of God” (S.P.Scott, 
�
����� �� ���� ��
��� ���
��� 
��
�������p. 126). 
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That Muhammad really lived 
cannot be disputed. The 
development of Islam, at least 
when compared with the other 
world religion –is open to the clear 
light of history , and presents us 
with yet another proof that the 
Prophetic personality is the original 
source of the new religious 
creation.------ Even today, after a 
period of development of thirteen 
centuries, one may clearly discern 
in genuine Islamic piety the 
uniqueness which is ultimately 
derived from its founder’s personal 
experience of God.” (Tor Andrae has 
recorded in his book ����������
�������������
����
����pp.��l��)1

W. Montgomery  Watt, the well-
known Orientalist has said: æThe 
more one reflects on the history of 
Muhammad and of early Islam, the 
more one is amazed at the vastness 
of his achievement.--- It is my hope 
that this study of his life may 
contribute to a fresh appraisal and 
appreciation of one of the greatest 
of the sons of Adam.” (���������
������
����pp. 334-5): [�]
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