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Protect Religious Freedom

" “In a shameful exhibition of religious intolerance and bigotry the Masjid complex of
the Ahmedia sect was set ablaze, Fifty persons were injured including women and
children and most importantly, copies of the Holy Quran were burnt. According
to the eyewitness report of this paper’s correspondent,' the Masjid compound was
strewn with shreded leaves of the Holy Quran, Bangladesh, In spite of severe economic
and social problems, had set a remarkable example sectarian harmony and religious
tolerance. Given such a tradition of respect for everybody’s faith, last Thursday’s
attack on the Masjid of the Ahmedia sect is a matter of serlous concern. This news-
paper condemns this exhibiton of religious intolerance in the strongest of terms and
calls upon the nation as a whole to guard against those who tike upon themselves the
task of declaring who is a Muslim and who is not.

The rather intriguing aspect of the attack was that it was carried out without
any sort of provocation that useually precedes such outbursts, Nothing had happened
in the days before to warrant any attack on the p=aceful and numerically small Ahmedia ’
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sect. - Conclusion that one is forced to come to Is that the attack was premaditated.
“The question that naturally follows is, why? And wh)‘(, now at this very moment ?
The leaders of the Ahmedia sects have given their own answers. They have accused
-the Jamaat-i-Islam party and its students wing the Islami Chhatra Shibir for the attack.
In a press conference held on Saturday they have provided their own reasons for the
accusation, Government must examine the evidence and carry outa thorough investi-
gation of the Thursday‘s incident and not only bring the prepetraitors of this heinous
crime to book but also expose to the public' the people behind the scene who may
have been Involved with organising the incident. This is our Constitutional obligation.
" We will be committing a grievous mistake if we fail to understand the long-term

implecation of those events.

A type of religious bigotry is being imposed on the people of Bangladesh which
is contrary to the tradition of tolerance and openness that has been aurtured here
over the centurles. Recently a scholar was ccdemned to be hapged because of ex-
pressing an opinion that was alleged to be not so laudatory about the Muslims. The
religlon' taught to us by our Prophet has survived for the last fifteen hqured years
through many turmoils and adversities and has grown from strength to strength.
There is absolutely no reason for us to fear any dissenting opinion that may be expressed.
In fact the reason for Islam’s meteoric rise was essentially due to its openness to and
tolerance of divergent views. For those among us who advocate death by hanging for
holding and expressing views that are differnt from the run of the mill are advocating a

brand of Islam that is not the one taught to us by Prophet Mohammed (SM).

We would like to express our deep concern. In no uncertain terms, at the rise
of religious intolerance-e_xpressed through these two recent events. We must condemn
these developments and never forget for a moment that rise of such trends will throttle.
freedom and independence and stifle creative thinking. In freedom there will always be
some who may misuse it or use it In a manner which is at odds with the majority.
But that Is the beauty and the very soul of freedom. Anditis on that freedom that
true democracy is ultimately founded. So when today some one threatens the religious
freedom of another however small that community may be—he or she threatens freedom

of us all”. ( ARG R-50-53 Oifatem fr (oA 2IF-97 AT )



WHO IS AN ENEMY
‘OF ISLAM?

“‘On the day the Ahmedia complex was attacked, an enemy of the land and its faith
opened its sheath and with a knife of malignant hate stabbed Bangladesh. The enemy
'doelsn't have to have a name. It doesn’t need to be Identified as the fundamentalists-
or fanatics or plain vicious or whatever. What has to be stated is that they are out -
to damage, demolish and diminish our country as we know it, The enemy doesn’t need

to have name. lts signature is good enough for identification.

For the last few years a band of religious people have been demanding that this
sect be banned. Ahmedias follow a belief system peculiar to themselves whch is inv
variance with mainstream Islam as a result of which they -have been banned in many

countries.. In many countries they are still free to worship as they choose.

The whole atmosphere in fact seems to be vitiated with the venom of intolerance
and violence. The last few months have seen an acute escalation of sectarian and”
‘ideological mayhem. Individuals and groups have been targeted and nothing has calmed-
the rising scream of intolerance which is demanding blood in the name of faith.

To most pe.ople Islam is the perfect definition of peace and Muslims are its
guardians. If Ahmedias are not Muslims one can easily socially ostracise them and leave
the task of final judgement to Almighty Allah who will surely find it fit to punish them
~ wholesale* Meanwhile let morals not attack and burn holy books in some outrageous bursts -
‘of iconoclasm which gets described as Islamic zeal. It is not only bad for the country
but for the faithful, a more serious affair bad for Islam,

If Islam In Bangladesh could have survived despite the Ahmedias and other non-Mus--
lims till now, it can survive in future, too. By attacking and looting their property,

Islam has been given a reputation for which the intolarants may have to answer to God!
as well.

Islam has never suggested that people should be killed in the name of Islam.
Tolerence is an integral part of its theology. Should anybody try to prove that vio=

lence is another face of Islam could we possibly to identify them as Muslims ?
(FAMFIA S ©-dd-pk OIfHT AT viwr wifaaEm-aa HiwE; )
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