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SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER MAY 25, 1986.

Pakistani sect’s death sentence

By Karen Parker
SPECIAL TO THE EXAMINER

- KARACHI, Pakistan—On May 9, a mob of at least 700 attacked
an Ahmadi mosque in Quetta.

When the police and the local district administrator arrived, in-
stead of breaking up the mob outside they arrested the 85 Ahmadi
moslems Who were attending a prayer service. Then they seized the
mosque. _

Two days later, tWo Ahmadi moslems were knifed to death in
broad daylight in Sukkhur.

No arrests for the murders have been made ; no one in Pakistan
even expects an investigation to take place.

Events like these have been frequent in Pakistan since President
Mohammad Zia ul-Haq issued a presidential order Ordinance 20—on
May 26, 1984, that allows the state to jail practicing Ahmadis for three
years and confiscate their property.

To date at least 14 Ahmadis have been slain and a number of
Ahmadi mosques attacked and defaced. Last year, more than 450
Abhmadis were arrested for wearing the kalima, a moslem insignia
worn. much like a cross or star of David.

Four Ahmadis are awaiting execution after trials that U.S. Amba-
sader Deane Hinton said in an imterview *fail to convince anyone of
their compliance with minimum standards of the law.’

Ahmadis belong to one of Islam’s many sects, Zia belongs toa
different sect.

“Ahmadis aren’t really Moslems,” Zia said in an interview,
“They pose as Moslems. Therefore. We must stop Ahmadis from
offending Islam,”

The President is known to have made even harsher public state-
ments. In Docember 1984, he said in 2 speechs

Ahmadis will not be tolerated. There is no place for infidels in
Pakistan. If 2 man’'s honor is attacked he does not even hesitate from
committing murder.”

Whe Ordinance 20 was challenged in court last fall, the govern-
ment's brief said; “'Death is the penalty for (Ahmadis It is not nece-
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ssary that the government should take actien, but on the contrary any
Moslem can take the law in his own hands.”

The cecurt upheld the law. Altheugh the ruling will bs appealed to
the Supreme Court, Zia has ordered that the Shariat (Islamic law) bench
of the court hear the case.

Many of Pakistan’s 3 million to 4 million Ahmadis have fled and are now seeking
political asylum in the United States and other countries.

Fear of a mass exodus was one reason the United Nations passed a resolution last
August condemning the government of Pakistan for violating the human rights of Ahmadis.

Zia maintained in an interview three weaks ago that he has the support of all
Pakistanis of on the Ahmadi and other issues.

But at least I7 judges have resigned in protest or been fired because of the Ahmadi
and other human rights problems. And a recent all Pakistan Bar Association meeting voted
against support of an anti-Ahmadi campaign.

Karen Parker is a San Francisco attorney specializing in human rights issues and has
standing to present cases to the United Nations. She was in Pakistan as a represntative
of Human Rights Advocates.
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