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Sind court judge sets Ahmadis free

Haji Abdullah Lahooty, a Civil gudge of Umarkot, Sind in Pakistan recently
gave averdict in the famous Kalima badge case, in which many members of
the Ahmadi group of Islam were invioved,

- According to the prosecution, members cf the Ahmadi religion group were seen
with plastic badges on their shirts on which Kalima Tayyaba, L# Ilaha llallahu Muha-
mmadur Rasoolullah, i. e. there is no worthy of worship except Allah, Muhammed is the
mesenger cf Allah, was inscribed. :

These, said the prosecution, injured the feelings of Muslims. Members of the Ahmadi
sect in [slam were arrested and brought before the regime’s military court.

A section of the so-called* ordinance cf 1984 brought in by the Zia regime to further
persecute members of the religious group reads “Any person of the Qadiani or the Lahori
group (who call themselves Ahmadis or by any other name) who directly or indirectly poses
himself as a Muslim, or calls, or refers to his faith as Islam_ or preaches or propagates his
faith or invites others to accept his faith by words, either spoken or written, or by
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visible reprsentation or in any manner whatsoever outrages the religious feelings cf

Muslims, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may
exceed to three years and shall also be liable to fine.”

According to the court the prosecution could not prove the charges against the accused.

“The sentiments of Muslims are nct so weak that if they see Kalima Tayyaba badges

on Qadianis, their religious. feelings are injured. The ordinance prohibits Qadianis to

certain particular actions, but displaying Kalima badges on shirts by Qadianis was not res—

tricted, and it is well discussed law that a thing not prohibited is deemed to be allowed,”
remarked Judge.

“If a Qadiani purchases a copy of the holy Qur’an from Taj Company shop, and pro-
ceed to his own house while seen by the Muslims on the way, he has committed no offen—
ce under this section as even a Hindu can purchase a copy of the Holy Qur’an for read-
ing knowledge,” the judge said. :

He further added ¢ If in such a way, citizens of Pakistan, belonging
to any religion, aré harassed by police, it Will damage the preachings and
purposes of Islam, and the people of other religions will not even touch
Islam. The general principle of law whicn has been recongised With
emphasis even by Shariat (Muslim religious law) is that everyone has a
right to follow the religion of his own liking and ig at liberty to worship
according to the dictates f his own conscience without being guided or

‘goveraned in this respect by persons following a different religion.”

The judge found the charges against the accused as groundless and

in the interest of justice acquitted all the Ahmadis.

_ Asian Times, Friday, 29th November 1985
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